Chair’s Report 2006-2007

This has been an interesting and eventful year for Ferryfield. Academically we have continued to build on our existing successes, with a consistently high number of children enrolled and activities to suit all ages. Feedback on our services and facilities has been very positive, both from the parents’ point of view and from EQUATE. Our main worry, and it never goes away!, is a lack of incoming funds. This is due to a number of factors, first among them being funded children leaving halfway through term to attend nursery. It seems that no matter how hard we try, parents prefer to take their children to Westfield rather than leave them at playgroup. While we know that this decision lies with the parent, it is nevertheless frustrating, especially as we offer an education on a par with the nursery school. Is it due to the fact that parents are tired of having to be involved (duty rota, fundraising)? Are they not aware that funded places can be accepted at playgroup?

Other reasons for the serious lack of income are fundraisers gone wrong. We have attempted several large scale fundraising activities this year, including the Summer Fete, ceilidh and coffee morning. The ceildh had to be cancelled at the last minute due to poor ticket sales. The Fete and coffee morning both brought in very small sums of money- certainly not enough to pay for one staff member’s salary for even one week. The smaller fundraisers such as sponsored nursery rhymes, filling Smarties tubes and the raffle were more encouraging, but we still face serious parental apathy when it comes to volunteering and fundraising. Fundraising remains a constant struggle, and without it we can’t pay our bills. As an invaluable local community service, we can’t afford to sit back and see what happens.
Thanks to Lesley and Gary Thomson we intend to launch ebaby, an online shop selling donated goods, with all proceeds going to Ferryfield. We had a stall at the Cupar Children’s Gala on the 2nd June, which hopefully will have made more people aware of our existence. Our thanks to the now-defunct Toy Library and the Cupar Childminders’ Association for the donation of toys and videos which we sold on the stall; they raised £55. Our next big fundraiser is an End-of-Term Ladies’ Night on the 25th June in the Theatre Block. An open invitation is extended to anyone wanting to browse the stalls (Virgen Vie and Silverline among them), have a manicure or facial with SHL Beauty Therapy, win prizes at bingo or attempt the brain teasers. We would encourage every parent to invite friends, family and colleagues and send this academic year off with a bang. 

On a happier note, Wraparound Care, after a shaky start, has taken off well, and is running three mornings a week. We had a visit from the original founder of Ferryfield, Isabel Blair and one of the first playleaders, Isobel Waddell, who came for tea on June 1st, as part of our 40th Anniversary celebrations. Newsletters with news, events and other information go out once and sometimes twice, a term, and we have also launched a website with opening times, parental info, and other news for those who prefer to access information online. The occasional paragraph has also appeared in the Cupar News section of the Fife Herald. We embarked on a new scheme entitled Friends of Ferryfield just after the Easter holidays; former staff, parents and other interested parties have been invited to become a friend of the playgroup by paying an annual subscription fee. In return, they will receive regular news updates, invitations to participate at playgroup activities, and more. The scheme has started slowly, but we hope to have more positive replies as our mailing list expands. Fundraising for other charities include a joint Comic Relief Day with Cupar Pre-School and Triangle playgroups held in March, and we are currently organising our involvement in the Barnardos Big Toddle for June. 
Thanks to the efforts of the Castlehill Association and local councillors, we are still in our current premises after having received a notice to quit from Fife Council before Christmas. We have now been assured that we will not be forced to move out until appropriate alternative accommodation can be found. The whole situation made us very wary, but thankfully there is no longer a need to panic. However, it did make us aware that eventually changes will need to be made. With this in mind, we have attended discussions with Cupar Pre-School and Triangle playgroups regarding a possible amalgamation. This is still very much at the exploratory stage, and for the moment will not proceed any further; but it will be kept on the agenda for future consideration. All three playgroups agreed to increase fees to £3.00 as of April 2007, to go up to £4.00 at the start of 2007-2008. This decision was not taken lightly, and will help all playgroups to cope better financially.
I would like to thank this year’s Committee for the sterling work they have done. Thanks to Jamie Drew, Chair from August to December 2006, whose enthusiasm and networking skills went a long way to increasing Ferryfield’s standing within the community. Thanks also to Paula Falconer, Claire Purvis, Tracy Chambers and Sara Campbell who have all contributed so much to Ferryfield activities. I would like to wish them all the very best as they and their children move on. Thanks to Gillian Brown, our Admin Manager. Without her know-how, Ferryfield would have closed down by now. She has provided advice and support to us all, and it is much appreciated. And of course, thanks go to the staff, Teresa Harrower and Lucy O’Connor who make Ferryfield what it is and whose efforts to keep the playgroup one of the best in town have not gone unnoticed. Thanks also to Christine Armitt (now employed elsewhere) and Fiona Docherty for their enthusiasm and help. 
Finally, I would like to say thank you to Ferryfield Playgroup as a whole. My decision to send my daughter here was made after much careful thought. The size of the playgroup and the personal attention she enjoyed in her first few weeks went a long way to making her comfortable and accepting of the change from a home environment. She obviously loves coming here and enjoys the interaction. The atmosphere of trust and care here has persuaded me to leave her at Ferryfield for another year, where she will continue to develop and gain confidence with time. Yes, there are strings attached to having her here; no, I don’t like washing paint pots on Fridays or selling raffle tickets door-to-door. But I prefer to be involved and know what’s going on, and be a part of my child’s education. There’ll be time to let go later… so I’m taking advantage of it now.
Catherine Brown
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