
Playleaders Report

We have had another successful year at playgroup.  Numbers have been healthy throughout the year and we have enjoyed working with all of the children.

Lunch Club

Numbers have steadily risen over the year for the 3 lunch club sessions, with up to six children arriving form Westfield by taxi. We would like to thank Fiona & Christine (who has now left us) our Lunch Club Playworkers for their efforts over the year. We especially thank Lorraine Campbell who has assisted every Tuesday with the taxi pick up from Westfield – we could not have kept the service going without her support. Thanks also to Christine Dunnett (our relief worker) who has stepped in at short notice to help at Playgroup and Lunch Club on occasion.

Inspections

We have been visited by both Care Commission and Equate during the session ‘06-’07.  Both agencies were very impressed with standards.

Planning 

One area that was highlighted was the short term planning, Equate made suggestions on how to improve the planning, these were adopted after Teresa had visited Newport Playgroup.

PLP’s

Since August ‘06 all children at Ferryfield Playgroup now have a PLP, in line with council guide lines.  The children love their PLP’s and staff are now familiar with the paperwork involved.  Feedback from parents, however, has been mixed with a disappointing uptake of appointments for parent interviews. We are required to hold these meetings and thank those parents who took the time to attend.

Visitors to playgroup

Michelle Duff and Storm Hughes were with us as Aware students in December and enjoyed their time with us, helping the children get ready for Christmas.

Suzanne Eadie is an introduction to childcare student from Elmwood and has been with us every Friday since last August. She is enjoying it so much she now attends on a Thursday aswell!
Shuria Uddin is with us as a Volunteer working to gain valuable experience to further her prospects of gaining employment working with children.

Christian brought in her puppets to show the children how to clean their teeth properly and the children had great fun watching the show.  She also helped the staff to successfully introduce the tooth brushing programme.

Janis Walker, from the Preschool Educational Home Visiting Service, was very impressed with the way the children were focused and settled when she visited playgroup.  PSEHVS recommends suitable playgroups to parents of children with additional support needs.

Shiela, a tutor from Elmwood College, brought a class of students to visit Ferryfield playgroup.  This was so the students could see how a good playgroup is setup and how adult/child interaction works best. We are delighted that Sheila chose Ferryfield as an example of good practice.
Training Attended

Lucy:

Developing a Quality Curriculum, Meeting the Care Standards, Food Hygiene, Additional Support Needs, HIV HepB HepC & AIDS, Autistic Spectrum Disorders and Behaviour Management.

Teresa:

Developing a Quality Curriculum, Getting Ready For Inspection, Additional Support Needs, PLP training, Food Hygiene, Support For Learning, Books For Children and Behaviour Management.

Parties

The children joined in with parties at Halloween, Christmas and a joint effort with all 3 playgroups for Comic Relief day.  

The 3 playgroups getting together was a great success and hopefully one we can repeat in the future.

Topics Covered
Bertie Bear, Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter, Planting & Growing, Bird Feeding, Counting Rhymes, Dinosaurs, Wheels, Our Bodies, Hairdressers & Beauty Salon & Puppets.  Also religious festivals and important days as they arise.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Gill and the committee for their continued support throughout the year, especially during the uncertain period.  
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